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CHAPTER XV. -- .

Matter cf th 5ttyatIon.
A tbe ota-- rote and ttarted otit,

lea ring th gstleroeaor-- r cof-

fee and cigars. M)ti Thome pauted
at the door the blue-gra- y eyes
Cashed iwme tobtle taettage to the
Yrto'h arxbiador, fro. klv-.- r an

nodded compreheadlcgly. then
rtatui ht con r nation. At he left
th room a few minute be no-Mce-d

Mr Grimm bad Joined a
grotsp of automaoiict of which Mr.
OadwaJiader a the ntbuiatUc

He spoke to bit bortt. the wife
of tbe ralnieter from Portugal, for a
mow-nf- . then went to Mit Thorne
md dropr'd Jnto a t-- bide her.
3j,o Kre"ted blrn rr!tb a emlle and
was ttlll kiniilnr, as she talked

"1 b'llere. Mcmsler." fche said In
French, nt a code message to
he oW"" this arrBoon ?"

His eye" ruf-xtlone- hers quickly.
pln.n in that vre

probably are being 7. arched as we
uJk," writ on pleasantly. "Mr.
Grlrnm Ji the man to be afraid of.
HmJJe look no serious!" She
laughed outright

"Tee, I s-- a cod message," he re-

plied.
"It your resignation?"
"Yes."
"Well. It wasn't sent, of course"

she Informed and ber eyes were
sparkling ax If something hi'A

bcc a-- Id. of my agents stopped
it. I may xU.tbtlt.wJJInPt be seot."
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"Tie jciace at crtnag be said.
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f rft!sir lilt banfc b? trriag In
uuats- - a ear aaf ncftag it hijBM4f At. , . .ia OBfc ne wtt incltoes o wfi I
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r tay ay jkw he hat ettJei dtrsm
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fiiH icir a Jkrdtf doses yeara."

'Mcnr oM a man it keT uibb iir.
Griata careieuy
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wctfl J reax to Italy, tat I re beifd
joliy veO UtUr of hba riatt, X'ept
la4UJtlr

Mr Cadv-tJlaAe- r lasted into silence
ar he tat ttariag at a large groj
pooutgrapfc waick u irzmvi on a
WJ1 o the &nlsg-r",aL- ,

that tie royal fadly of
HaJy?" a'.ied. He rote an Trent

r u It. -- By je. h i, aa .- -?

1 tb prae hj tli gtv. Tfc j--

'vr W.
kx,-- fain -

1

ilr m m:if.).tA ortr 'jt.j at 4
d tor a long time ttaring t the

lotograji
He cat driTe a motor. 700 knoTr,"

'aid Mr. Ci.rn.llzAzr, admiringly,
"And Italy it the place to drive tnem.
Taey forget to make any tpe4 lavs
orer there, and if a get in yocir
wa.y snd you knock him sHJy they
arrest him for obstructing traric, yoc
know. Orer hri if a chap really
ttarts to go any place in a hurry tome
bally idiot him c."

"Kar you ever been held epr" quer-
ied Mr Griiam.

)o, but I expect to be eTtry day,"
w the :t'M "Ire got a sew motor,
yc know, s.nd I're nTer bn able
to see how ftst it is. The eve-
ning I ran up to Baltimore with It in
an Lour and thlrty-tere- a minuttt from
Alexandria to Druli HIIJ Parr, tad
that's better than forty mflet. I sever
did let the motor out, you kno-- , be-

cause we ran in the dark a&ft of th
way."

Mr. Grimm wae still gazing at the
photograph.

"Did you go alone V he atked.
"There's no fun motoring aloe, you

know. Benorita Rodriguez r-t- t Trith
m Charming girl, what?"

A little later Mr Grimm saun-
tered out Into the drawing-roo- and
made his way toward Miss Thorne
and the French ambassador. Mon-
sieur BoJssegur rose, and oifered his
imuu cvtuiaiij.

"I hope, Monsieur," said Mr. Grimm,
"that you are no worse oB your
your unpleasant experience?"

"N'ot at all, thanks to you," was the
reply. "I hare Just thanked Mlat
Thorne for her part in the affair,
and"

"I'm glad to hare been of service,"
Interrupted Mr. Grimm lightly

The ambassador bowed ceremoni-
ously and mored away, Mr. GrJrara
dropped Into the neat be had just left

"You've left the legation, haven't
you'" he asked.

"Yo'j drove me o'jt," the !arvit
"rove yqu out?" he
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BalL and. Einee then, Tadir-tune-d

and apTjareniJy eareJefiE of tbe
outcome, be had fj-e-nt Me time in"reading end oairtnc He had an--

rered oneEdont --ritb tt3y e curt y-e-r

or tio "r-ie-
n be deigned to Enrcer

them at all and ihzrz had bees: no j

i caEert or ingmries ior him. He had
i abruptly deoMned a suggestion f '

oounteL j

Tvite each itry mnrnixg and night,
f

be had aj'nei a goescifo f tbe jailer
'h zxrjigic hlE simpSe mealt. j

3ov 1e -- nor Ahrerr--
" 5t c11 L crfelcai oand3or." ;

j ne annrer wtt xJr-Ey- s the Base ,

the Becret aaent tKz'luarz to hit reading wfch zxn a
saaatrw of Qneaatoefee or oeneem on

a&te. ,

GoearioaSy there cam a osarteos
itn no;e traa X1e jiaat, --Fhich he j
rea wfehtnc emodsn. afeervtrd caa- -

vr taem aride or tearing thes p
He nerer atxrrered tnea. An then
nci. clt ianr y laarae-- note .

iiact. jt no apyarear resewa. :

to ttir hka Iros hif ltbary- - Out- - '

-- ardy r: iri.t Jfee aB tbe echerx. as i

ear scanned the'
t-- i. sjb eyet littec mag i..
-- H- uk.J aarfag dcn at k at toer4)

hide a naMez chaage of exjce&tuca. j

is Me face. Ilk gaze v owws
treted 02 to icaaJI i?fcfee af lai

hee it iesatid. the pea and
c?auid as iSiht Theme ha-- d dgse

ner z&ma
Tie zvari ivssi at the hurt) door

tor a jboaent. tbea started t0 t&rx
arwsy. Tbe prlaoner ioi?d htm "wfch
a qadck gectere.

tte. Gard. ragy I av a glass of
adXK peer he a3fd. JCo fce. I
preer It te$rtd--

He tarwt a eosI! osiz hetweea Uk
hart; tiie gvard accepted fe and p&ttae
os. Taes. BlIB ttandiar 21 the dr.tbe prtevner read the note again: j

Tify Deir Friead: .
"1 vztieztizzA, iron an Indfc-ec- t

toore mat taer sm ea a aafbtA 1

XB?7iriettt is Secor Altrex eoe- - .

Me aQ j ti kt? m. o yos
1

1 gooc s Tc- - it every nop ,
int a slk--. kile. if he eoa
tinses to izzyzvi. w can arrange a
bail hozA. and yoo Trd he free until
the time of trial, anyway.

"Might it tot he - for yo to
contalt an attorney at once? Drop me
a Mae to let me ino-- yen d

this-- Sincerely.
"ISABEL THORNE."

Finally the priioner totted the note
on a tiny table in a corner of bis
cell, and resumed hit reading. After
a time the guard returned with the
milk.

"Would it be against the rules for
me to write an anrwr to this?"
Queried Signer Petroziani, and he In-

dicated the cote.
"Certainly cot wat the reply.
"If I might trouble you, then, for

pen and ink and paper?" suggested
the signer and he smiled a little. "Be-
lieve me, I would prefer to get them
for myself."

"I guess that's right," the guard
grinned good-naturedl-

Agsin be went away and tht pris-
oner tat thoughtfully tipping the milk.
He took half of it, then lighted a cig--

t s?M j ik Pi aXv 5

Jspll

Th Read It Grf4Uy.

imiHaB Ibe Ucisf in rfJe. JWter m :llll
cam- - stgaiD lbe iof U

asd Ifae vrltiDg laieriJUB vere lbna

j Thznl. yon." aW tbe jirijODr

arak

Eiid

began

ills ksxl sie Tumiea aej tut; ki&- -

reas lie i:ad 2nd Jlgfolfid a lrfcn WJ

allnrvrzrd iulaicg 'fijfc twi wer the
fero uf tb mKich. Sere asd there;

e iie jxper cfaarred in lbe leat,
a Jeser or Drd jstoad out Iroifl tLe
bare vldtBew! of tbe pajer, tad iicaUy
h. TnesEagt complete apjared iefwees
lie innocuous iiik-Trrhie- n llaef- - Tt
jirisDoer read, it greedily:

Ae jirirKteij' iaJonaed tber i
lltfle chance oJ jUrtrez reccrTOT-Shal- l

3 arrange aje Jor roa, or iive
iaiiliEEsador iatercede? TA'trald niriut
IvrmzT. e tie otLer mlrfct uie

Sicnor Petrczind jenaJUd tte

and UioBchtfxtQy watcbed the blz

J tbe irsproreraent in Szzor Alrarez
' wondiilos. J bbd beped that my imj'.ri--

a"e act in hbootizc blm would not
t in a tragedy Fleate rne In- -

. lormed f any ivriher change In tl
condteion. As yet I do not fee tbe

, 3ieceEEiry of coneBlting an attorney,
, but later 1 may be compelled to do bo.

"Eevpeetfully,
tisteo psraoznea- -

TbiE done tbe ecr't agent carefully
cleaned the ink from the pen. i1pJng
fe dry "itb his handkerchief, then
thniE: it into tbe half empty glass of

dlt. Tbe Sold dang to the Eteel nib
tbialy: he went on writing with It,
berween the BneE of ink:

--g - & Zl0 dzug?r. 1 hold creden- -

zfe Tnited States, which, when
preEented, --rm make me responsible

jjj. jie Julian gormment at spe- -

&& eDTr. icoordinc to international
.itir Arrnr i.eai for o wPk
tram tonirht; ase any money neces-34a- t
Bary carefal arrangements fcr

.yj jg Eigriug of compact for
j, --agrj, tf;r"
Again tbe prlsasr cleaned the steelja jj! h put It back In the

:vwtt3e j j?iTillg it tiers. He
1J,Td the ihet of naoer bact tad

,, jt t aT1( st . --. trrt,TiiTi.H- - - -- - -. jaiznAiSj stand'rg nndr the light
& the b3gh-n-p windo-w of his cell.

Lu- - br - tie milk evaporated.
rtrtrlnr tb- - Ehe oe'-fecU- r clean and
wj. mA or the iuk--writt- cie- -

m. tjoe Ebeet he folded placed in
an jTeJo;. and addressed.

Vj-- - e rard Twtssed alone the
carrier, and Sigaor PttroiinnI thrust
dbe letter oet to him.

"3e good enough to post that,
jueaEe," he regaesteid. "It isa't sealed.
1 isn't know if your prisoa rules re-afc--e

tob to read the letters that go
ojr. If bo. read it, or hare it read, j

tben teal it-- "

For ans-we- r the guard dampened the
5ar ef the earelope, sealed it, tbrnst
it into his pocket and passed on. The
Eftcret agent sat do-w- again, and
E33ed hfc milk mediutlTely.

Oae hoar later Mr. Grimm, accom- -

paaied ny Johnson, came out of a
anugrapher' dark room in Pennsyl
vania Arenee with a developed nega- -

tjre vuiei. K. oa s rsck to dry. At

,i. 4wt jjja bourh was slttins
it y. fk jtudymg. Tinder a magni

yA- - sUe, a aBbfii print of the
Word by word he was

trriting on a alip of paper what his
naagnifying glass gave him and so,
carionsly enough. It came to pass that
Miss Thorne and Chief Campbell oi
the Secret Service were reading the
hidden, milk-writte-n message at al-

most the Identical moment,
"Johnson got Petrozlnni's letter

from the postman." Mr. Grimm was
explaining. "I opened it, photo-
graphed It. sealed it again and

IL There was not more than
half an hour's delay; and Miss Thorne
can not possibly know of It." He
paused a moment "It's an odd thing
that writing such as that is absolutely
invisible to the naked eye, and yet
when photographed becomes deciper-abl- e

in the negative."
"What do you make of it?" Mr.

Campbell asked. The guileless blue
eyes were alive with eagerness.

"Well, he's right, of course, about
not being In danger." said Mr. Grimm.
"If he came with credentials as spe-

cial envoy this government must re-soe-

them, even if Senor Alvarez
dies, and leave it to his own govern-
ment to punish him. If we were offl-claD- y

aware that he has such cre-

dentials I doubt If we would have the
right o keep him confined; we would
merely have to hand hhn over to the
Italian embassy and demand his pun-

ishment And, of course, all that
makes him more dangerous than

"fes. I know that." said the chief
1 little impatiently. "But who Is this
man?"

"Who Is this man?" Mr. Grimm re-

peated ai Jf surprised at the question.
"I looking for Prince Benedetto
d'Abruzzi, of Italy. I have found him."

Mr Campbell's clock-lik- e brain tick-
ed over tbe situation in detail.

"It's like this," Mr. Grimm eluci-

dated. "He has credentials which he
knows will free him if he is forced to
present tbem, but I Imagine they were
given blin more for protection in an
emergency like this than for Intro-IvcU-

Mm to Hr annKt a

N.

Jhe THBiier izv& & a

dfHeoTCT liinmelf by trrftg oe er
ientlalis, stfld ye. if tfre? "Lxgm vam-sc-t

in jsUpvi, )e tt e fre.
itxt. st owerHE

frrmi three n:irtrJ 5fJy. Tvmc
snd Sp-aln.-" H --wgjr aOJ-- si or --

metrt livUvvSr & tTe frseo
rrlnon yrwrK 1 tevjs&a.
and at tle re 'toe perxoSJ 3m So
sign the vjaoyZ .

Th"T- - v tit. 3Je fcr x 5or?r 25r
7 leHere iht fttMZ&xz lt --TMkrst

vtf6-a- t rJ4 Mr Cs55e8 sfrwtfy--
"Tbe rp-fo- l Jroy rf. ttr'e'&f&Z

"OSirtz.Ur "i w oC is "

purpose, or hit Uifwii'T? Kr. Gsisusi
7fsAKt4 him. "If 1 Jt
wcwM t?rif th tJtoo trsjea-doaJ- y

" - i
"Jf he ee2pd"' rpexlrA Mr.tetszp- - '

fcel sitstlngjy.
"But oi citntf.. th ffimpirt rente

m

trA ? 'rr":'l l 1axt In this cma-trx,- "

Mr Grimm rfnt rw tnraliTely,
Mr CarnvMl unrt-- ntri?M fsotae-Ilttles- s

eyr of-- the rmtm mxn fcr a
ralnnto or morn and rad.ilfr fnfJ

czmn horn to him, 'FVs!--
ly he nodded hie heart,

"Ue yotir nvn JruigmTX
Grimm," he directed.

CHAPTER- - XVtl.

A Call on the Warden.
Tbe restful silence of night xvtrr

tbe great prison. Here aci tier la
the grim corridors a rard ifozei fx
the glare of an elec'ric light; an-- ia
the oSlce, too, a desk light gJImir-ere-4

whre the warden sat at his dV.'
poring orer a report Once be glanc
np at the clock it was 2v mi3ct
of eleven and then he west on wltli-bis

reading
After a little the sUenc wajs brotea

by the whir of the clock and the first
sharp stroke of the hour: and at Jtthat moment the door from the rtreet
opened and a man entered H tu
rather tall and slender, and a :aer
black mask hid his face from th
quickly raised eyes of the warden. For
a bare fraction of a secosd the rwo'
men stared at each other, thea. in-
stinctively, the warden's right haal'
moved toward the open drawer of hi
desk where a revolver lay, and hls
Mt toward several electrically con-
nected levers The lntrsder sottF
both gestures, and. unarmed himself.
stood silent The warden was first.
to speak.

"WelL what Is It?--
"You have a prisoner here, Pietro-Petrozinni.- "

was the reply, in a pleas-
ant voice. "I have come to demand hi
release."

The warden's right hand was raised
above the desk top. and the revolver
in it clicked warnlngly.

"You have come to demand his re-'as-

eh'" be queried. Ht stHI sat
motionless, with his eys fixed on th
h'ack mask. "How did you pass tie
outside guard?"

"He was bribed," was the ready re-
sponse. "Xow, Warden," the masked
Intruder continued pacifically. "k
would be much more pleascnt aK
around and there would be less per-

sonal danger In it for both of us if
you would release Signer Petrozinni
without question I may add that no
bribe was offered to you because your
integrity was beyond question.""

"Thank you.'" said tbe warden grim-
ly, "and it shall remain- - so as long as
I have this." He tapped on the desk
with the revolver

"Oh. that isn't loaded." said the-maske- d

man quietly.
One quick glance at the wcpoa

showed the warden that the cartridge
had been drawn! His teeth closed
with a snap at the treachery of it
and with his left hand he pulled back
one of the levers that which should
arouse the jailers, turnkeys and
trnard Instead of the insistent clan-st- r

which he expected, there was al-

ienee.
That t Ire has been cut," th

stranger volunteered.
With clenched teeth the warden

pulled the police alarm,
"And that wire was cut too," the

stranger explained.
The warden came to his feet with

white face and nails bltins into the
palms of his hands. He still held the
revolver as he advanced upon the
masked man threateningly.

"Xot too close, now," warned the In-

truder, with a sudden hardening of his
voice. "Believe me, it wouldbe best
for you to release this man. because
it must be done, pleasantly or othr--

- .1 i&r""T'iTifwTMHai i

"I Want Your Prlsontr, Slgnor Petro-
zinni You Will Rtlsat Him at
Oncel"

wise. I liavn no dnlr to Injur you,
still less do I Intend that you shall In
jure me; ami it would be neediest for
either of uu to innko u personal matter
of It. I want your prisoner, Slgaor
reiroEinniyou will release him
onco! Thnt's nil I"

The wnrdun imuhuiI, Uaxed, Incredu-
lous ueftnu tlio tuilttclty of It. While
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